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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 9-13 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-4, and 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Momose 
Yasuhior (JP 11-046377 A, herein after Yasuhior) in view of Bleile (U.S. Patent 7,162,228 B2). 

With respect to claims 1 , 9, Yasuhior discloses an apparatus (See Yasuhior e.g. electronic 
instrument, apparatus, etc., Page 3, fl [0016]) for sender controllable modalities (See Yasuhior e.g. a 
notification controller decides the modality of the notification output based on the priority of a notification 
factor and the priority of a user's content of action. Unit (24) identifies a user's content of action when the 
notification factor occurs. The priority of a notification demand output by a notification demand generator 
(26) to a notification output unit (28), is obtained corresponding to a notification schedule file (30). A 
factor identification unit (27) performs the identification of the notification factor having occurred (See 
Yasuhior e.g. Abstract of Pages 1 A-2A), the apparatus comprising: a priority command generator (See 
Yasuhior e.g. generator 26, Page 3, 1f [0016]) capable of generating a priority command that indicates a 
level of priority (See Yasuhior e.g. class of flashing loudspeaker, different messages, a vibration, a 
predetermined ring tone, one or more beeps, one or more flashing lights, user selectable preferences or 
setting, etc., Page 3, U [0018]) as related to a communication command and that includes a modality alert 
command (See Yasuhior e.g. Abstract of Pages 1 A-2A, setting priorities for example: priority "-2Y0", 
'T,"2 n , etc., Page 3-4, [0018]). However, Yasuhior does not explicitly disclose that a communication 
command generator capable of generating the communication command; and a transmitter operably 
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coupled to the priority command generator and the communication command generator such that the 
priority command and the communication command are transmitted to a recipient device. In an 
analogous field of endeavor, Bleile discloses (See Bleile e.g. similar electronic instrument / apparatus i.e. 
WCA, Co. 5, Lines 18-21, Co. 6, Lines 23-30) a communication command generator capable of 
generating the communication command (See Bleile e.g. a message, transmitter, message generator, 
Co. 5, Lines 21-23, 12, 16, of Fig. 1); and a transmitter operably coupled to the priority command 
generator and the communication command generator such that the priority command and the 
communication command are transmitted (See Bleile e.g. Co. 3, Lines 37-45) to a recipient device (See 
Bleile e.g. 56, 52 of Fig. 2). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to provide above teaching of Bleile to Yasuhior providing an apparatus comprising a 
message generator operable to produce a message which is coupled to a transmitter for transmitting the 
message to a wireless communication appliance as suggested (See Bleile, Co. 3, Lines 11-19). 

Regarding claim 2, it is obvious that an input device operably coupled to the communication 
command generator such that the communication command generator generates the communication 
command in response to an input communication command (See Bleile e.g. 22, 26 of Fig. 1, Yasuhior, 
21, 28 of Fig. 3, input, output, Page3, [0016]). 

Regarding claim 3, it is obvious that the input device operable coupled to the priority command 
generator such that the priority command generator generates the modality alert command (See Yasuhior 
e.g. Abstract of Pages 1A-2A, setting priorities for example: priority "-270", "172", etc., Page 3-4, 
[0018]) in response to an input priority command (See Yasuhior e.g. 21, 28 of Fig. 3, input, output, Page3, 
II [0016]). 

Regarding claim 4, Yasuhior discloses the modality alert command includes instructions such that 
an alert is at least one of the following: a vibration, a predetermined ring tone, one or more beeps, one or 
more flashing lights, a wake-up command and a defined output multi-modal output modality setting (See 
Yasuhior e.g. class of flashing loudspeaker, different messages, a vibration, a predetermined ring tone, 
one or more beeps, one or more flashing lights, user selectable preferences or setting, etc., Page 3, 
[0018]). 
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Regarding claim 10, it is obvious that prior to generating the communication command, receiving 
a proximity indicator (See Bleile e.g. Bluetooth communication link, Co. 6, Lines 36-40) indication a 
location of the recipient device (See Bleile e.g. text message, SMS message, GSM message, Co. 11, 
Line 58 -Co. 12, Line 11). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Yasuhior discloses the modality alert command includes at least one of the 
following: a vibratory alert, a ring-tone, a wake-up command, a text-based alert, an illumination alert and a 
defined output multi-modal output modality setting (See Yasuhior e.g. class of flashing loudspeaker, 
different messages, a vibration, a predetermined ring tone, one or more beeps, one or more flashing 
lights, user selectable preferences or setting, etc., Page 3, [0018]). 

Regarding claim 12, it is obvious that the communication command may be at least one of the 
following: a caller identification, a text message, an auditory message and a visual message See 
Yasuhior e.g. class of flashing loudspeaker, different messages, a vibration, a predetermined ring tone, 
one or more beeps, one or more flashing lights, user selectable preferences or setting, etc., Page 3, 
[0018], Bleile e.g. text message, SMS message, GSM message, Co. 11, Line 58 - Co. 12, Line 11). 

Regarding claim 13, It is obvious that discloses the step of transmitting the communication 
command and the priority command to the recipient device further includes transmitting the 
communication command and the priority command (See Yasuhior e.g. Abstract of Pages 1 A-2A, setting 
priorities for example: priority "-270", u 1", n 2", etc., Page 3-4, [0018]) to an intermediate server prior to 
the communication command and the priority command being transmitted to the recipient device (See 
Bleile e.g. text message, SMS message, GSM message, Co. 11, Line 58 -Co. 12, Line 11). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 5-8 and 14-24 are allowed. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 5-8 and 14- 
24. 

Claims 5-8 and 14-24 are allowed for the reasons as set forth in the previous action mailed 
11/01/2006. 



Application/Control Number: 10/692,622 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2617 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

1) Helferich (U.S. Pub. No.: 2003/0052769 A1). 9) Shankarappa (U.S. 5,715,308). 

2) Helferich (U.S. Pub. No.: 2005/02151272 A1). 10) Cronin (U.S. 6,999,731 B2). 

3) Eaton (U.S. Pub. No.: 2006/0212585 A1). 11) Helferich (U.S. 7,039,428 B1). 

4) Servi (U.S. Pub. No.: 2005/0245236 A1). 12) Sierawski (U.S. 6,993,364 B2). 

5) Laumen (U.S. Pub. No.: 2003/0073450 A1). 13) Hayes (U.S. 7,139,806 B2). 

6) Hovertiz (U.S. Pub. No.: 2004/0143636 A1). 

7) Furukawa (U.S. Pub. No.: 2001/0019953 A1). 

8) Pezeshki (U.S. Pub. No.: 2003/0228866 A1). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the examiner should be 
directed to Kamran Afshar whose telephone number is (571) 272-7796. The examiner can be reached on 
Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by the telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Eng, George can be reached @ (571) 272-3984. The fax number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300 for all communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Kamran Afshar 



GEORGE ENG 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



